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Zoo vet helps goats to save orangutans
The door that allows the Bornean
orangutans to go outside stays open,
even in the winter. Temperatures in
their native rainforest top 100 degrees
so you’d think they might stick to heated parts of the Seneca Park Zoo. But
the orangutans go outside to make
snowballs and put them in piles, just as
the kids who come to observe them
might.
Orangutans, which share about 97
percent of our DNA, are among man’s
closest relatives. This has not stopped
us from destroying their habitat and
driving them toward extinction.
Part of the Seneca Park Zoo’s mission is to preserve the Bornean orangutan in the wild. So Jeff Wyatt, the Director of Animal Health and Conservation, recently went to the south Asian
island of Borneo to help people improve
the health of their domestic goats and
cattle.
For example, he gave lessons on
making vitamin supplements for these
animals, by mixing salt, clay and eggshells and baking the mixture in the
sun. He encouraged farmers to dip
grass in salt water and dry it, to make
tastier morsels for goats and cows.
What has this got to do with orangutans?
The strategy stems from the idea
that people aren’t destroying the rainforest because they hate nature; they
are doing it to make a living. They clear
trees to get access to fertile soil for
planting. They sell logs to buy food.
Preaching conservation won’t be effective without alternatives to meet those
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needs. Or as Health In Harmony’s
website puts it, “When families must
choose between saving a child or saving a rainforest, we all suffer.”
This nonprofit organization looks for
strategies that improve the health of
people, animals and the environment.
An example is the organization’s Goats
for Widows program. For $250, donors
can provide a pair of goats to widows
who live near Gunung Palung National
Park’s peat and cloud forest, home to 10
percent of the world’s wild Bornean
orangutans.
The goats produce manure that is
“like gold,” said Wyatt. More fertile soil
gives farmers less of an incentive to
clear rainforest to make new farmland.
Better farming opportunities offer
alternatives to illegal logging.
On a trip to observe the Goats for
Widows program two years ago, Wyatt
observed that the goats weren’t as
healthy as they could have been. They
suffered with malnutrition and worms.
About half of the baby goats were dying.
So he went back earlier this month,
to help teach the widows and other
farmers some goat and cow herd health
improvement techniques. Over two
weeks, he and veterinarian Andrew
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Winterborn offered workshops on livestock nutrition, parasitism, housing
conditions, hoof health and reproduction.
Wyatt said that the people he met in
Borneo were warm and incredibly generous, teaching him some of their own
recipes for natural dewormers and

vitamin tonics. He will return next
year, hoping to find healthier livestock.
Hoping that healthier goats and cows
might one day result in healthier orangutans.
“It’s an investment in animal health
to ultimately save the rainforest,” he
said.
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The financially troubled private ambulance
company serving Rochester and cities and towns
in 20 other states has
agreed to pay the federal
government $2.8 million
to settle allegations that it
defrauded Medicare.
John Leonardo, U.S.
attorney for Arizona,
where Rural/Metro Corp.
is based, said that between 2007 and 2011 various ambulance companies, including those
serving Syracuse and
Corning, billed Medicare
for emergency patient
trips when the calls were
not emergencies. The
practice led to substantially higher payments
from Medicare for the
services.
Rural/Metro, which is
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seeking Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection, did not
admit wrongdoing in the
settlement. In a statement, the company said it
agreed to pay the government to avoid the cost of
litigation and that the settlement would not impede its bankruptcy efforts.
The company has pro-
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vided ambulance service
in Rochester since 1988,
and is currently in the
second year of a fouryear contract. The contract is one of Rural/Metro’s 10 largest in terms of
call volume.
City officials have acknowledged having concerns with Rural/Metro’s
finances, but have also
said the company is meeting its contractual obligations.
“The city of Rochester
continues to closely monitor the contract agreements made with all of
our service providers, including
Rural/Metro,”
said city spokesman Gary Walker. “The company
is meeting its service and
contractual
requirements.”
DANDREATTA@DemocratandChronicle.com
Twitter.com/david_andreatta

! ./

Officer Jon Ritter retires
from Greece police
ficer he is, providing over “We are all aware of
twenty years of service to
the Greece community,” Jon’s valiant efforts
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Greece Police Officer Jon Ritter after being honored by the Greece Rotary during a
luncheon ceremony in February for his actions during the West Webster fire in
December 2012. SHAWN DOWD/STAFF FILE PHOTO 2013

