Fundraising for Conservation
Wine for Wildlife to celebrate five years of philanthropic
fun
By Rebecca Rose, field conservation manager – Columbus Zoo

Time does fly when you’re having fun, and it is hard to believe that the Columbus
Zoo’s not-to-be-missed annual fundraiser will celebrate its fifth anniversary in
October 2013. With all proceeds from the event benefitting global wildlife
conservation, Wine for Wildlife (WFW) is the best thing to happen to the Zoo’s
Conservation Grants Program since it launched more than 20 years ago. The
additional funds raised have allowed us to expand our giving around the globe,
and our increased support is much needed and appreciated by our conservation
partners. Said one field researcher upon learning about their $30,000 grant
from Wine for Wildlife; “Wow! That is simply fantastic. You have done so much
for our program - simply unbelievable - more than any other zoo in North
America without a doubt. Thanks again. Our project has been suffering from
lack of funds this year and your support means a lot to keeping it going.”

In addition to helping endangered species like tigers, bonobos, polar bears,
orangutans and rhinos – the generosity of our WFW patrons allowed us to realize
a long-term goal by creating an international conservation award – The
Commitment to Conservation Award – which was given for the first time in April
2013 to Claudine Andre, founder and director of the world’s only sanctuary for
the endangered bonobo. The $50,000 prize was made possible through funds
raised at the 2012 Wine for Wildlife event.

With many moving parts, any successful fundraiser “takes a village” and our
Wine for Wildlife planning committee is chaired by a board member, with the
entire event coordinated by a full-time member of our marketing department.
The event takes months of planning, but the opportunity to raise funds for
conservation while also promoting the zoo’s involvement in global conservation
make it all worthwhile. I encourage every zoo that doesn’t already host a major
fundraiser for conservation to consider launching an annual event with proceeds
earmarked for field conservation.

