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Abstract

The Zoologicabocietyof Florida(ZSF)and Zoo
Miami (ZM), formerly Metrozoo, have been
collaboratingince 1988 with RichmondHeights
MiddleSchooto implemerthes ¢ h ZaeoMagset
program

TheZooM a g ncarticales primarilgenteren

conservatiorducatian Studentsare engagedin

learningaboutourw o r diveragslantsandwildlife
throughinteractivéessonshandson activitiesand

fieldexperienceborexampleeachyearourseventh
gradersholda conservatioawarenesslay at the

Z00,wheretheyinteractwiththe generalpublicin

frontof a selectedanimalexhibitand sharetheir
knowledgeand conservationconcernsof their
selectedpecies TheZooMagneprogramm p | a n t
thes e dahtinstillsrespecandconcerriorwildlife
andnatureasawholeAsaresultjt allowsa diverse
populationf studentdo becomeeffectivestewards
forfuturegenerations

Eachyear300middleschooktudent$roma diverse
populatioare enrolledn the ZooMagneprogram
Accordingto the latest reporton the s c h o
demographicby the MiambDade County Public
Schoobkystemthes t u dpepulatieat Richmond
HeightsMiddleSchoolwas 486 AfricanAmerican,
41% Hispanicsl% Caucasian]% Asianand 2%
MultiEthnic
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Introduction

TheZSF/ZNZooMagneprograms oneof 11inthe

entire country,and one of three with satellite
classroomson zoo grounds It Is an intensive,
challengingndinnovativerogranmwvhichstimulates
and encouragefearning Studentsare requiredo
completéhreandependentienc@rojectperyear

At the end of the schoolyear, each gradelevel
participatei® grougoroject$o supportonservation
thesixthgradeholdsa fundraisingventattheZooto
benefita conservatioproject the seventhgrade
holdsa teenzoologistiay at the Zooand highlight
diverseanimal specieswhile interactingwvith the
public Theeighthgradeparticipates a localbeach
clearup
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Materials and Methods

The Zoo Magnetprogramfollowsa versatileand
spiralecurriculurstartingromthesixtntotheeighth
grade Thecurriculuns interrelatedndeachyearit
buildson whatthe studentdearnedwhilefostering
iIndependenand cooperativegroup learning The
curriculurrs alignedwith F | o rNexdGerdertion
SunshinétateStandardaind new Sciencd?acing
guide

Thecurriculum
contentprovides
thematieducational
activitieandraises
awarenessn
conservatiogsues
sl'he studentgarticipaten interactivand handson
lessonghrough Zoofieldobservationgehinehe
scenes, Zookeepertalks, and guest speakerls
Studentsaacquireknowledgaboutanimalbehavior,
habitatsandconservation

Z00 Miami Is an outdoor living laboratory with 2400

animals representing over 580 species from around

6 tbe world in nearly 300 developed acres atige 740
parcel of land.

Interactive and Hanas Lessons:
Studentsiseingquirypasedearningy participating
mock activitiessuch as the lllegal WildlifeTrade
Activity In this activity,studentsmust solve the
mysternpehindthe disappearanag big cats from
zoosacrosghecountry

News ReporBig Cats have been
disappearifgomzoosacrosghe
countryZooofficialareworrie@and
wondewhiclzoowillbenext There
arealsoreportstatinghatbigcats
likejaguarstigersandieopardare
especiallynhighdemandortheir
bodypartantheillegalvildlifdrade
Allzoosneedoremairvigilant!

|, YA Thisinteractivandhandsonactivity

" Sl leadsheZooMagnestudentso
activelpearchorcluedy correctly
R\ answeringuestioni formofriddles

Teen Zoologist day at Zoo Miami
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Results

In ordernto measurattitudeandawarenesa setof
preand postprogramestswasadministeretb the
studentsSixthgradestudentsvere askedto rate
threequestiongrom 1 (leas®) 5 (best) 1. | think
sciencaesfun 2. | feelanimalsandtheirhabitatgare
Important3. | enjoywatchingnimalsndthethings
theyda

Wecanseeanincreas@ attitudenawarenesafter
the posttestas comparedo the pretest Afterthe
prograntherewasa consensugboutheimportance
of animalandtheirhabitatgshatwasnot presenat
thebeginningftheprogram

Change In Average Test Score (Out of 5) Before and [
Program

O PreTest

m PostTest

/

| feel animals and their
habitats are important

| think Science is fun and
interesting

| enjoy observing animals
and their behavior

N'We | 1 ve on the | and and d
are. You know they are disappearing? | want to change t
want to make a differenoe

Seventh grade student

Z00 Magnet: A Magnet School as a Tool for Conservation Education
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Field researchers bring their experience to the
classroom

Conclusion

The Zoo Magnetprograms designedo influence
s t u daavarénss@ttitudesandencouragéhem
to make a connectionwith wildlife and the
environment

Sincethe beginningf the prograni23 yearsago,
nearly/,000studentsromdiversenackgrouncsnd
nationalitiefave been a part of this exceptional
program Wehopeto continuenspiringpuryouthto
developa senseof stewardshipnd embracehe
conservatioaf plantsanimalsandecosystems
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