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Abstract

The ZoologicalSocietyof Florida(ZSF)and Zoo

Miami (ZM), formerly Metrozoo, have been

collaboratingsince 1988 with RichmondHeights

MiddleSchoolto implementtheschoolôsZooMagnet

program.

TheZooMagnetôscurriculumis primarilycenteredon

conservationeducation. Studentsare engagedin

learningaboutourworldôsdiverseplantsandwildlife

throughinteractivelessons,hands-on activitiesand

fieldexperiences. Forexample,eachyearourseventh

gradersholda conservationawarenessday at the

Zoo,wherethey interactwith the generalpublicin

front of a selectedanimalexhibitand sharetheir

knowledgeand conservationconcernsof their

selectedspecies. TheZooMagnetprogramñplants

theseedòthatinstillsrespectandconcernforwildlife

andnatureasa whole. Asa result,it allowsa diverse

populationof studentsto becomeeffectivestewards

forfuturegenerations.

Eachyear300middleschoolstudentsfroma diverse

populationareenrolledin the ZooMagnetprogram.

Accordingto the latest report on the schoolôs

demographicsby the Miami-Dade CountyPublic

Schoolsystem,thestudentsôpopulationat Richmond

HeightsMiddleSchoolwas 48% AfricanAmerican,

41% Hispanics,1% Caucasian,1% Asianand 2%

Multi-Ethnic.

TheZSF/ZMZooMagnetprogramis oneof 11in the

entire country,and one of three with satellite

classroomson zoo grounds. It is an intensive,

challenging,andinnovativeprogramwhichstimulates

and encourageslearning. Studentsare requiredto

completethreeindependentscienceprojectsperyear.

At the end of the schoolyear, each gradelevel

participatesin groupprojectsto supportconservation:

thesixthgradeholdsa fundraisingeventattheZooto

benefita conservationproject; the seventhgrade

holdsa teenzoologistdayat the Zooandhighlight

diverseanimalspecieswhile interactingwith the

public; Theeighthgradeparticipatesin a localbeach

cleanup.

Introduction

Materials and Methods

The Zoo Magnetprogramfollowsa versatileand

spiraledcurriculumstartingfromthesixthtotheeighth

grade. Thecurriculumis interrelatedandeachyearit

buildson whatthe studentslearnedwhilefostering

independentand cooperativegroup learning. The

curriculumis alignedwith FloridaôsNextGeneration

SunshineStateStandardsandnewSciencePacing

guide.

Thecurriculum

contentprovides

thematiceducational

activitiesandraises

awarenesson

conservationissues.

Thestudentsparticipatein interactiveandhands-on

lessonsthrough Zoofieldobservations,behind-the-

scenes, Zookeepertalks, and guest speakers.

Studentsacquireknowledgeaboutanimalbehavior,

habitats,andconservation.

Zoo Miami is an outdoor living laboratory with 2400 

animals representing over 580 species from around 

the world in nearly 300 developed acres on a 740-acre 

parcel of land. 

Interactive and Hands-on Lessons:

Studentsuseinquirybasedlearningbyparticipatingin

mock activitiessuch as the IllegalWildlifeTrade

Activity. In this activity,studentsmust solve the

mysterybehindthe disappearanceof big cats from

zoosacrossthecountry.

News Report: Big Cats have been  

disappearingfromzoosacrossthe

country. Zooofficialsareworriedand

wonderwhichzoowillbenext. There

arealsoreportsstatingthatbigcats

likejaguars,tigers,andleopardsare

especiallyinhighdemandfortheir

bodypartsintheillegalwildlifetrade.

Allzoosneedtoremainvigilant!

Thisinteractiveandhands-onactivity

leadstheZooMagnetstudentsto

activelysearchforcluesby correctly

answeringquestionsinformofriddles:
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Results

In orderto measureattitudeandawarenessa setof

pre-andpostprogramtestswasadministeredto the

students. Sixthgradestudentswereaskedto rate

threequestionsfrom1 (least)ð5 (best): 1. I think

scienceis fun. 2. I feelanimalsandtheirhabitatsare

important. 3. I enjoywatchinganimalsandthethings

theydo.

Wecanseeanincreaseinattitudeanawarenessafter

the posttestas comparedto the pre-test. Afterthe

programtherewasa consensusabouttheimportance

of animalsandtheirhabitatsthatwasnotpresentat

thebeginningoftheprogram.

ñ We live on the land and donôt realize how beautiful coral reefs 

are. You know they are disappearing? I want to change that . I 

want to make a difference.ò  

Seventh grade student 

Conclusion
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The Zoo Magnetprogramis designedto influence

studentsôawareness,attitudes,andencouragethem

to make a connectionwith wildlife and the

environment.

Sincethe beginningof the program23 yearsago,

nearly7,000studentsfromdiversebackgroundsand

nationalitieshave been a part of this exceptional

program. Wehopeto continueinspiringouryouthto

developa senseof stewardshipand embracethe

conservationof plants,animals,andecosystems.
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The effectiveness of the program is measured with a set of pre- and post-program tests with identical questions. Pre- and
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interesting
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habitats are important
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and their behavior
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Field researchers bring their experience to the 

classroom. 
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Teen Zoologist day  at Zoo Miami
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